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I dire for precious in ſorrows ſtream: - 
Not ſo the thoughtlels man that only grieves ; 

Takes all the torment, and rejects the gain. 

If wiſdom is our leſſon (and what elſe 

Ennobles man? what elſe have angels learnt ? 

Grief! more proficients in thy ſchool are made 

Than genius, or proud learning eier could boaft. 

Dr. Young. Night Fifth. 
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ReveELAaTIONS ii. 1. 


Theſe things ſaith be that holdeth 

the ſeven flars in his right hand, 

. who walketh in the midſt of the 
ſeven golden candleſticks. 


HIS text may at firſt view ſeem not 
ſo proper for a funeral ſermon, but 
after I have opened it, and given the 

ſenſe of the figurative expreſſions here uſed, and 
it is conſidered that this is a funeral ſermon, 
not for a common perſon, but for a miniſter of 
Jeſus, and among theſe, one of the moſt able, 
judicious, faithful, and laborious miniſters of 
Chriſt Feſus Britain has been in our age 
bleſſed and enriched with, the late truly excel- 
lent Dr. Doduridge of Northampton, it will, I 
hope, appear no improper text to diſcourſe 
upon on ſuch an occaſion, 

That which led me to the choice of it 
was that this was the laſt paſſage of ſcripture 
ever heard the Doctor preach upon, when 
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he came down laſt May to Sudbury, on ac- 
count of the Reverend Mr, Hextall's accept- 
ing the paſtoral office among that people. 
I took no notes of that ſermon, which I now 
greatly regret, and ſhould certainly have done, 
could I poſſibly have foreſeen it muſt have 
been the laſt time I ſhould hear this eminent 
Ambaſſador of Chriſt ſpeaking in the name 
of his adorable Maſter. 


The Apoſtle Jobn receives a commiſſion 


from Teſus the aſcended Lord and King of 


the church, to write to the ſeven churches of 
Aſia. But were there not many other chriſ- 


tian churches planted in A/a, as well as 


theſe? and had not Crit a * 4 for them 
as well as theſe? I reply, undoubtedly ſeveral 
other chriſtian churches were already planted 
in Aſia, but under theſe ſeven all the reſt are 
included, and ſo far as what is there ſaid by 
way of advice, reproof, or conſolation, was 
adapted to the ſtate of any other church, they 
were, and {till are to apply it to themſelves, 
Seven is a number of perfection, and univer- 
fality, and oft made uſe of in ſcripture as 
ſuch. 

Beſides, theſe ſeven are very probably fin- 
gled ont to repreſent the ſtate of the chriſ- 
tian church caſt into ſeven diſtinct ſtates or 

periods, 
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periods, from the time wherein St. John 
wrote theſe epiſtles to the end of all things, 
and the order they are placed in ſeems to 
have a regard to the ſignification of their 
names. And the epiſtles are ſo contrived by 
infinite wiſdom, that at the ſame time each has 
a peculiar reference to the ſtate of the church 


i it was addreſſed to, it alſo ſhadows forth 
the ſtate of the churches of Chriſt in general 

! during ſuch or ſuch a period, In each of 
1 theſe letters are conſiderable, the preface, and 
f the body of the epiſtle. The preface to each 
— contains an enumeration of ſome of the glo- 
8 rious titles and characters of Chriff, to awaken 
n their utmoſt attention, and demand their re- 
al verential and obedient regard. An epiſtle 
d from fo tranſcendently excellent and glorious 
re a perſon as the Lord Jeſus, is not to be trifled 
Yy with, or neglected. Theſe titles of Chrif 
As are almoſt all drawn from what is ſaid of 
ey him in the firſt chapter. When ſovereign 
es. Princes on earth write to their ſubjects a long 
er- liſt of their titles and dominions are uſually 
as prefixed to their edicts, eſpecially the eaſtern 
Princes. What the Lord Chriſt ſays of him- 
in- ſelf in the preface to each of theſe ſeven e- 
riſ- piſtles is vaſtly ſhorter, but at the ſame time 
or infinitely more grand and ſublime. Thus to 
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the firſt of the ſeven, in my text, zheſe 
things, faith he, that bolaeth the ſeven flars in 
bis right-hand, who walketh in the midſt of 


the ſeven golden candleſticks. There is a god- 


like air of ſublimity and grandeur in the pre- 
face: it is taken from the 12th, 13th, and 


16th verſes of the firſt chapter, Epheſus was 


the Metropolis of the leſſer 4a, a city of 
great trade and riches, but greatly immerſed 
in ſuperſtition and idolatry, famous for the 
temple of Diana, accounted one of the ſeven 
wonders of the ancient world. St. Paul was 
twice there, and at his ſecond coming made 
it the place of his reſidence for a conſiderable 


time. It appears from As xx. 17. there 


were more Miniſters than one there, but they 
are all called one becauſe their buſineſs was 
one and the ſame, to preach the everlaſting 


goſpel of Chrijt Jeſus, and perſuade men to 


believe in and obey him, and probably be- 
cauſe, though there was a parity of order a- 
mong the paſtors, yet one among them was 


primus inter pares, of the greateſt eminency, 


either as the ſenior Miniſter, or moſt remark- 
able for gifts and graces, and to him therefore 


the epiſtle might be directed to be imparted 


in common to all the reſt, as the contents 


of it were ſuch they were all equally concer- 
ned 


Death of P. DopprIDGE, D. D. 


ned in, Now that by the ſeven ſtars we are 
to underſtand the Angels, or the Meſſengers, 
the Miniſters of theſe ſeven churches, and by 
the ſeven golden candleſticks the ſeven church- 
es, doth not depend upon human explication 
the ſpirit of Qriſt expreſsly tells us ſo in the 
laſt verſe of the firſt chapter, Chriſts hold- 
ing them in his right-hand denotes in gene- 
ral, that the Lord Jeſus takes his Miniſters 
under his immediate protection, that they 
are very dear to him, and highly eſteemed 
by him, And whereas Cbriſt is repreſented 
walking in the midſt of the ſeven golden can- 
dleſticks, this ſignifies his being Lord over 
his own houſe, not an idle ſpectator of what 
is tranſacted there, but inſpecting and order- 
ing every, thing that relates to his own affairs, 
He ſupplies theſe candleſticks with freſh oil, 
obſerves what light they give, and trims them 
that they may ſhine with greater ſplendour, 
and if, inſtead of anſwering the character of 
golden candleſticks, pure and bright, they 
give no luſtre, and the light that is in them is 
darkneſs, Chriſt removes them and extinguiſhes 
his light, which they would not improve and 
walk by. Theſe things faith he that boldeth 
the ſeven ars in bis right band, Let us 
now enquire, 
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I. In what reſpects the Miniſters of Chr: 
may be compared to ſtars. 

II. What are we to underſtand by Christ's 
holding them in his riglit-hand. 


III. What Improvement do theſe reflections 
call for both from Miniſters and people. 


And then 1 ſhall add a particular applica- 
tion adapted to the occaſion of this 
diſcourſe. 


I. In what reſpects may the Miniſters of 
Chriſt be compared to ſtars, | 
Who that walks out in a bright evening 
but is agreeably. {truck with the beauty of 
the ſtars in the firmament of heaven? he 
gazes on thoſe twinkling orbs of light, and 
admires the divine hand, that placed them in 
their bright orbs, and gave them all their in- 


fluences. 


Who turns his eye on nature's midnight face 
But muſt enquire—What hand behind the ſcene, 


What arm almighty, put theſe wheeling globes 


In motion, and wound up the vaſt machine? 
Who moulded in his palm their ſpacious orbs ? 


Who bowl'd them flaming throꝰ the dark profound, 


Num'rous as glittering gems of morning dew? 


How 
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How uſeful to the ſeamen when yoyage- 


7 ing on the mighty waters, to the traveller 

; when journeying by land, are the ſtars with 

$ which Gop has decked the firmament of 
heaven? Now what the ſtars are to the na- 

Is” tural world, that ſhould the Miniſters of 

e. Chriſt be, who are acting in character to 

a the world of mankind, They are to guide 


us the Chriſtian traveller through this otherwiſe 
dark world, to the world of light and glory. 
Miniſters being called ſtars ſpeaks both duty 


of and dignity. Gop formed the ſtars of hea- 

ven, not barely for pomp, to diſplay his 
ng magnificence, but to give light in the night, 
of to be of ſingulat ſervice to mankind, Mi- 
he | niſters were ordained to be lights in the world. 


Our Saviour tells his apoſtles, Ie are the light 
uy of the world. An expreſſion which at the 
ſame time that it proclaims their dignity, 
admoniſhes them of their duty ; for it follows, 
Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they 
ane, may ſee your good works, and glorify your 


oy father who is in beaven. Stars then are 
) formed to ſhine, and by their refulgency to 
52 attract the eyes of men, and to direct their 
und, ſteps. Thus ſhould the Miniſters of Feſus 


i} guide mens doubtful feet into the paths of 
holineſs, truth, and peace. And then the 
x B brizht- 
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brightneſs and purity Chri/t expects from theſe 
figurative ſtars the Miniſters of the churches 


has a double aſpect. Upon their doctrine, 


and their lives. 

1. As to their doctrine. It ſhould be pure 
and uncorrupt, the truth as it is in Jeſus. 
What they have received from the Lord 
by ſerious reading, careful meditation, and 
diligent ſtudy of his holy word, carefully 


. comparing. the originals with our own, and 


other various tranſlations, and humbly implo- 
ring the aids of the divine Spirit to enlighten 
their underſtanding, and guide their judg- 
ment ; that, and that only they are to deliver 
to the people, without blending their own 
fancies and conceits with the word of Gop. 
They muſt take care, the utmoſt care, not 
to prefix A thus faith the Lord, to what the 
Lord never ſpoke. To act up to their com- 
miſſion, and uprightly declare to their au- 
diences the whole counſel of Gop, but be 
careful at the ſame time they do not exceed 
their limits, or go beyond their commiſ- 
ſion. Gop's word is very pure, and there- 
fore compared to gold, which has ſeven times 
paſſed the furnace, in which no droſs is left 


behind. And when the Miniſters of Chriſt 


deliver the important doctrines of the goſpel, 
and 
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and judiciouſly and clearly handle them, 
they anſwer the character of ſtars in the fir- 
mament of the Church. The word of Gop 
is like 1thuriePs ſpear, mentioned by Mil. 
ton, of ſuch celeſtial temper that no falſhood 
can bear its touch, but ſtands immediately 
revealed in its own hateful ſhape. The fa- 
cred oracles are, to a commander in Chri/?'s 
army, at once an offenſive and defenſive wea- 
pon, furniſhing him for every part of his 
ſpiritual warfare, being profitable for doctrine, 


for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in 


righteouſneſs. 

2. The miniſters of Jeſus ſhould be ſtars 
as to the light and brightneſs of their holy 
examples. — Tis their conduct and deport- 
ment conformable to the holy doctrines they 
preach, that muſt give a commanding effica- 
cy to all they deliver. Theſe ſtars muſt ſhine 


in their proper orbs, and by the practice of 
faith, charity and peace with them that call , Tim. il 


upon the Lord with a pure heart, praiſe Gon, 
and edifie their neighbours as ſtars of light. 
The apoſtle Jude ſpeaks of ſome that were 
wandring lars to whom is reſerved the blackneſs 
of darkneſs for ever, Meteors or running ſtars, 


inconſtant in their motion, in their ſhining 


preſently vaniſhing, and which ſhot down 
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into the gulph of perdition. In oppoſition 


0 FS 
= „ do theſe the Miniſters of Feſus are to be con- 


ant and immoveable, always abiunding in the 


work of their Lord and Maſter. Reſolute 
for Gop, and heaven, and to ſhine on, let men 
ſay, or think of them what they will. Some 
will undoubtedly be won to Chriſt, attracted 
by their bright, and ſalutary rays, 

3. Whatever is the caſe of the fixed ſtars 
in the firmament, with regard to the ſun; 
the ſtars we are ſpeaking of borrow all their 


luſtre and propitious influences from Chri/t 


as the eternal ſun of righteouſneſs, All their 
gifts and graces, their rich variety and furni- 
ture for public work, and extenſive uſefulneſs, 
proceeds from him, Some of them, indeed, 
ſhine gloriouſly, but theſe ſtars, even of the 
firſt magnitude, derive all from the Redeem- 


er's fulneſs.; and they are ready, upon all oc- 
caſions, to acknowledge their own inſuffi- 


ciency, and openly declare that all their ſuf- 
ficiency is from Gop through Chrift "Feſus. 
If this great Lord of the Church did not up- 
hold them, fill their urns with freſh oyl and 
light, they would ſoon loſe their brightneſs, 
and loſe their influences ; their language there- 


fore is, Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 


unto thy name be the glory aſcribed. 
| And 
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come a ſovereign Prince to do. 
hand is a token of benevolence and friend- 
ſhip. Thy right-hand has holden me up, and 
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And this leads me to the ſecond inquiry, 


What are we to underſtand by Chriſt's 

holding them in his right-hand ? 

This denotes that they are highly valued 
by the Lord Feſus—That he direds them 
in their motions, places each in their proper 
orb, wherein they are to ſhine—That they 
are under his powerful protection — That 
when their work is done, and they have an- 
ſwered the purpoſes of his grace, they diſ- 
appear out of the firmament of the Church 
on earth to ſhine for ever as ſtars in the world 
of glory. | 

1. It denotes that the Miniſters of Chrift 
are highly valued by the Lord Jeſus. What 
we have no eſteem for, we don't put into 


our hand, much leſs our right hand, and 


hold, and carefully keep it there. Conſider 
who it is that holds theſe ftars in his right 


hand, the Prince of the Kings of the carth, 
the Lord of glory, Many things may. be 
proper for a perſon of inferior rank to take, 


and keep in his hand, which would not be- 
The right- 


thy gentleneſs has made me great. Stretching 
ont 
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out the right-hand, and holding a perſon by 
it is to this day a token of the friendſhip and 


reſpect we bear him. 
2, That the Lord Chriſt directs them in 


their motions, and places each in their proper 
orb, wherein they are to ſhine. As a King 


upon his coronation day ſcatters his medals 
of gold among his ſubjects, as a token of his 
royal favour, ſo when Chriſt our King aſcen- 
ded up on high, he gave gifts to men, He 
gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome 
Evangeliſts. Extraordinary Miniſters for the 
firſt planting chriſtian churches in the world. 
And ſome paſtors and teachers, to ſucceed 
each other from agę to age in preaching Chri/# 
and his everlaſting goſpel, for the perfecting 
of the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, 
for the edifying of the body of Chriſt. The 


whole firmament of the church is adorned 


with theſe living ſtars. In ſome parts they 
are thicker ſown, in others with a more ſpa- 
ring hand. Some of them ſhine with a 
brighter luſtre, and more extenſive influence, 
than others; but where ever Gop places a 
faithful Miniſter, it is an evidence he has work 
for him to do; ſome deſigns of grace to be- 
gin, and carry on, among the ſouls of thoſe 
to whom he miniſters. In our day many 

| parts 
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parts of the European world are thick ſet 
with theſe living ſtars. God bath enlarged 
Japhet, and perſuaded him to dwell in the tents 
of Shem, according to that double ſenſe of 
the Hebrew word: there uſed, alluding to the 


name Japbet. Bleſſed be Jeſus the great 


King of the church, that he has ſet ſo many 


15 


Gen. ix. 
27. 


of theſe ſtars in our Br:i#iſh horiſon, and 


that not only Oid-England abounds with them, 


but they are planted croſs the wide Atlan- 
tic, and many hundreds are diffuſing their 
bright ſplendour, and falutary influences, -in 
the provinces of New-England, Neu- Ferſey, 
New-York, &c. | 

There is often a remarkable providence in 
this church, or in that; fixing them contra- 
ry to their expectations, when the way was 
thick beſet with difficulties, and all apparent 
probability was againſt them. And this was 
the very caſe of the excellent Dr. Doadridge 
fixing at Northampton. I doubt, not but many 
a faithful ſervant of Chri/? has ſeen reaſon, in 
the after parts of life, to adore his conduct- 
ing -hand, in placing them in churches which 


they had no thought of, no deſign of ſettling 


among. By an accidental viſit in their jour- 
neys, they have beſtowed their occaſional la- 
bours in places, where afterward they have 

been 


Pſ. Ixxxix. 


Zech. ii. 
8. 


Funeral Sermon an the 


been called to ſtated ſervice, and have mi- 
niſterially turned many to righteouſneſs. 


The Lord Chriſt holding theſe ſtars in his 
right- hand denotes they are under his power- 
ful protedtion—Thou haßt, O Lord, a mighty 
arm: ſtrong is thy hand, and high is thy right 
band. When a mighty warrior graſps faſt a 
treaſure in his right-hand, he muſt firſt be 
conquered, before he will part with it. Con- 
ſequently Cbriſt's faithful Miniſters are all 
ſafe under his powerful, his almighty pro- 


tection; let earth and hell rage with their ut- 


moſt fury, theſe ſtars are ſecure in Chriſt's 
right-hand: So far are all the enemies of 
the redeemer from being able to take away 
the lives of one of his faithful Miniſters that 
they cannot touch one hair of their head 
without his permiſſion, they are all immortal 
till their work be done. He that attempts 
to touch them, toucheth the apple of his eye. 
Were it not for Chri/?'s guardian tender care 
over his church, there would have- been no 
ſuch thing as a profeſſing people of Cbriſt, 
or a faithful chriſtian Miniſter in our world. 
Tis well known that all the power and po- 
licy of the world was leagued together againſt 
the Lord, and his anointed. How many 


myriads of the profeſſots of Jeſus were cut 
| off 
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off by Nome pagan, when Satan, that old 
dragon, raged by ſanguinary laws, and ſangui- 
nary executions, to root out chriſtianity from 
the face of the earth; nor has Rome papal 
been more ſparing of the blood of the ſaints 
of Jeſus, than Rome pagan. Bow or break 
has been her motto. In her has been found Rev. xvill, 
(and that in copious ſtreams) the blood of pro—- 
pbets, and of ſaints, and of all that were 

flain upon the' earth. But ſpight of the ut- 
muſt efforts of the powers of darkneſs, Chri/f 
hath for ſeventeen centuries accompliſhed his 
own promiſe, that the gates of hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt his church, that is, ſo as total- 

ly to deſtroy it. And we are aſſured, he is 

as able now to make good his promiſe as ever, 
for he is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for Heb. aii. 
ever. The ſame gracious, powerful, faiths * 
ful Saviour of his church now, as in paſt 
ages. Say ye then to Sion (and let faith triumph 

in the heart-chearing reflection) 2% God, thy 
Saviour reignetb. 

4. When Miniſters work is done, when 
they have anſwered the purpoſes of the Re- 
deemer's grace, theſe ſtars diſappear out of 
the firmament of the church on earth, to 
ſhine for ever in the heavenly world. The 

| C ſame 
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fame divine hand that placed them as ſtars, 
when their period is expired, and they have 
faithfully anſwered his gracious purpoſes, re- 
moves them from this lower orb, and places 
them among the morning ſtars of Gop ; and 


that there may .be no chaſm in the church, 


raiſes up others to fall their places, and carry 
on the ſame work, and deſign their hearts 
were ſet upon. 'Tis for the glory of the great 
Redeemer that he ſhould be ſerved by different 
ſets of miniſters, and people from age to age. 
'Tis ſaid of David, that after he had ſerved his 
generation according to the will of God, be 
fell aſleep; and this is the caſe of all God's 
faithful ſervants, both miniſters and people. 
They have each their day allotted for uſeful- 
neſs and ſervice, and when that is expired, 
their work is with the Lord, and their re- 
ward with their God. And the moſt labo- 
rious and faithful Miniſters of Chrift, and 
thoſe that have been the deepeſt ſufferers for 
his cauſe and name, may aſſure themſelves 
they ſhall be no loſers by Chriſt in the end. 
He will never forget the work of faith, and 
labour of love, and patience of hope, which 
any of his ſervants have diſcoyered for his 


cauſe - 
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cauſe and intereſts, Theſe things ſaith be that 
boldeth the ſeven flars in hts right-hand, 


APPLICATION. 


| 1. And now how honourable, and valua- 


ble in our eſteem ſhould the work and office 
of a goſpel Miniſter appear! Blefied be 
the Saviour for inſtituting a ſtanding mi- 
niſtry in his church. Let Chrif, the Lord 
of glory, have all the honour of the gifts and 
graces he hath conferred on any of his Mi. 
niſters. Let thoſe who attend the miniſtry 
of ſtated and judicious Paſtors, eſeem them 
very highly for their maſter's ſake, and for 
thetr works ſake; when they attend their ſa- 
cred miniſtrations, look up to the Lord Fe- 
fas, for his ſpecial bleſſing to attend all theic 
labours, fervently pray that Gop would con- 
tinue their lives and uſefulneſs, and ſhower 
down copious meaſures of his holy Spirit up- 
on them. 

And with regard to Miniſters, let all the 
titles of dignity and honour given them in 
the word of Gop, be conſidered as power- 


ful motives to fidelity and diligence, and be 


improved agcordingly. All the great things 
C 2 deli- 
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delivered in our bible, concerning the Mi- 

niſters of Chriſt, are by no means deſigned 

to puff them up, and render. them vain and 

| ambitions. No, tis to encourage them to 

be in labours more abundant, to be willing 

to take up their croſs and follow their ſuffer- 

* ing maſter, To inſpire them with St. Paul's 

pp. j. religious heroiſm of ſpirit, According to my 
, . earneſt expectation and my hope, that in nothing 
I. ſhall be aſhamed, but that with all boldneſs, | 
% now alſo, Chriſt ſhall be magnified in my | 
body, whether it be by life, or by death. For 

to me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain. 

2, When any of theſe ſtars, eſpecially 

'* thoſe of the: firſt magnitude, are removed 

from the church, and the world, we ſhould. 
be ſenſible of the hand of our Lord Fefus f 


| herein, and be ſuitably affected with the loſs. y 
| And pray that Gop would teach us an holy h 
| Matt. x. improvement of it. Since not a ſparrow p 
= falleth to the ground without our heavenly a- t) 
14 ther, much leſs doth any of the human race; R 
| * a man, a chriſtian, a Miniſter, and among h 
1 theſe one of the firſt rank for capacity and th 
extenſive uſefulneſs. And this brings me to h. 
the particular awful occaſion of the preſent tr; 

diſcourſe, We are here aſſembled to mourn de 


over 
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over no common loſs, not a loſs that affects 
only a particular perſon, family, or a ſin- 
gle congregation, No, it is much more 
than - theſe, it is a loſs that affects the 
whole diſſenting intereſt, and which is 
yet vaſtly more, the intereſt of our Lord 
Jeſus in Great-Britain. And what if J 
ſhould riſe yet one ſtep higher, and ſay, the 
intereſt of chriſtianity in the whole proteſ- 
tant world. We may ſay of him as Dr. Watts 
in his elegy on the Reverend and Venerable 
Mr. Gouge. 


The muſe that mourns a nations fall, 
Should wait at Doddridge* funeral. 


for though perſonally known only in Britarn, 
yet by ſeveral of his uſeful excellent writings 
he is known to a conſiderable part of the 
proteſtant world — particularly by the firſt . 
two volumes of the Family Expoſitor, his 
Riſe and Progreſs of Religion in the Soul, 
his ſerious Letter to Maſters of Families on 
the Head of Family Prayer: theſe, and per- 
haps ſome other of his treatiſes, by being 
tranſlated into French and Dutch, have ren- 
dered him known to, and juſtly admired, by 

the 
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the learned and pious among the foreign 
proteſtants. And as he was removed at the 
Zenith of his ſplendor and brightneſs, about 
fifty years of age, his removal is the more 
to be lamented by us. His holy breaſt was 
full of great, and good, and extenſively uſe- 
ful deſigns. It was not a care for the prof- 
perity of Chriſt's intereſt in one county, 
nor in one kingdom, that could contain, 
could limit his large and generous ſoul, but 
wherever there appeared any openings for 
the erecting or enlarging the kingdom of 
our redeemer in any part of the world, as 
ſoon as they were laid before him, you 
might be ſure his head, his heart, his purſe, 
his influence, all concurred to promote the 
noble deſign. And his intereſt was for 
ſeveral years paſt very conſiderable, and an- 
nually increaſing. But be is cut off from 
the land of the living, in that very day his 
thoughts periſhed, A great man indeed is 
fallen in our Jrael, and we may aſſume 
the prophet Eli/ha's pathetic language, My 
father, my father, the chariots of Iſrael, and 
the horſemen thereof. The venerable pro- 
phet, by his ſage counſels and fervent pray- 


ers, 
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ers, was to J/rael a deliverer ſuperior to a 
well-appointed cavalry, or an army with 
banners. And our dear departed friend, 
by his wiſe and holy counſels, was emi- 
nently ſerviceable to men, and by his ardent 
prayers had power with Gep, and oft poor 
vailed for a bleſſing, 

The younger part of his life, I know 
little of with certainty, only that his pa- 
rents dyed young. And that he met with 
ſome unkindneſs from thoſe into whoſe 
hands his affairs fell: ſo that he was very 
near giving up the proſecution of his ſtudies, 
In this plunge of affairs, Gop, who had 
great and eminent work for him to do, 
raiſed him up a generous and faithful friend, 


who encouraged him with vigour to pro- 


ſecute his academic courſe, and by him- 
ſelf and friends, furniſhed him with a ſuf- 
ficient ſupply to go through with it. And 
ſhould the name of this generous benefac- 
tor be concealed? No, as he entered laſt 
year into a ſtate where neither envy nor 
flattery can reach, it is proper you ſhould 
know, for the imitation of others, that 
it was to the late learned and excellent 
Dr, Samuel Clarke, we are indebted for 

all 
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all the extenſive uſefulneſs of a Dad- 


dridge *, and accordingly he ever ſpake of 
Dr. Clarke in terms of high reſpect and 


eſteem. 


When Mr. Doddridge firſt entered the 


miniſtry, he- was ſoon taken notice of by 
his brethren in the neighbourhood, as a 
young preacher of uncommon talents and 
capacity, and ſeveral congregations that were 
deſtitute, were defirous of enjoying the ſta- 
ted fruits of his labour; but Northampton 


was the orb where the great Lord of the 


Church fixed this reſplendant ſtar, and for 
about twenty two years held him in his 
right-hand there. Upon the deceaſe of a 
worthy tutor among the proteſtant diſſenters (I 
think the Reverend Mr. Fennings) the neigh- 
bouring Miniſters made a viſit to Mr. Dod- 
dridge, and with great importunity preſſed 
him to andertake that charge, . He long re- 
ſiſted their ſolicitations, on account of his 
youth, but they continuing ſtill to be im- 
portunate, he was at laſt perſuaded to make 
a trial with four or five, and acquited. him- 
felf ſo well in the care of theſe, in the ſen- 


timents of proper judges, that it was unani- 


moufly 


* See Deoddridgec's ſermon for Dr. Clarke, page 34. 
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mouſly agreed, he ſhould be ſet at the head 
of an Academy; and to remove Mr. Dod- 
dridge's chief objection, that he could not 
faithfully fill up the two important charac- 
ters of a Paſtor, to have the whole work of 
preaching, and miniſterial viſits lie upon him, 
and that of a Tutor, the Congregation gene- 
rouſly offered to chooſe him an aſſiſtant. 
Upon this Mr. Deddridge took upon him 
the important poſt of being at the head of 
an Academy. The greater part of the young 
gentlemen that have come for twenty years 
paſt from that nurſery of erudition and piety, 
have become bleſſings to the Church of Chri/e. 
Theſe are now ſpread through moſt of the 
Counties of England, and the Doctor, in his 
yearly journies at the vacation, through ſe- 
veral parts of England, could ſcarce travel 
any where, but he had the pleaſure of 


preaching in the pulpits of ſome young 


Miniſters, who had been educated by him- 
ſelf. ; 
My firſt acquaintance with this excellent 
man commenced June 1741. when he en- 
tertained us at our aſſociated meeting at Den- 
ton, with an excellent diſcourſe from 2 Pet. 
v. 6, A remarkable day indeed, when the 
. preſence 


2 5 
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' preſence of Gop filled our Aſſembly, and 
not myſelf only, but many others have with 
pleaſure owned, it was one of the beſt days 
of our lives. Though the ſeaſon was hot, 
and the Auditory very much crouded, and 
between four and five hours ſpent in the 
public worſhip, none thought the hours te- 
dious, and wiſhed for a diſmiſſion. No, 
when the heart is, through grace, in a pro- 
per frame, inſtead of crying, When will the 
fabbath, or the holy day, be over? the lan- 
guage of the heart is, How ſwiftly do the 
* hours fly! Heaven is on the wing of theſe 
golden moments, and therefore I would 
* protract them as long as poſſible, Bleſſed 
be God, I ſhall have an whole eternity 
to ſpend in the delightful charming work 
© of ferving and prailing the ever glorious Jx- 
* HOVAH, Which I am here obliged, after a 
© few hours, to quit. 

Now as the true temper and reigning diſ- 
poſition of heart is more diſcoverable by the 
letters written to intimate friends, than by 
what appears in publick life, I ſhall make a 
few extracts from ſome of theſe. Jam, 


* ſays the Doctor in one of them, fixed for 
* Norfolk this ſummer, if God permit, hut 
cit 
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© if he appoints our next meeting in Heaven, 


Amen, with all my heart; only may our 
* ſouls be more and more united to him, 
and cheared with the communications of his 
* grace daily, while we are travelling through 
* this wilderneſs. Adored be that grace, 
* which unites our hearts, and will unite 
© them for ever! In another —* As to a 
* reformation in general, I ſee very few ſigns 


« of it, but I think Cbriſt and his goſpel, are 
growing dearer to a few ſouls, I long to 


get nearer my Lord, and I long more and 


more to be with him, How happy will 


* our mecting be in our Father's houſe in 
* glory!” In the beginning of 1745, the 
Doctor thus writes, © I have lately been, 
* by a violent fever, on the borders of eter- 


© nity, but O how ſhall I expreſs the unut- 


* terable goodneſs of our condeſcending God! 
He was near me continually, he embraced 
me in the arms of his everlaſting love. I 
* know not, that ever in my life, I enjoyed 
© more exquilite pleaſure than in that illneſs. 
It ſeemed as if all the promiſes had been 
united in one, and let down in a golden 
* {ſtream of celeſtial light, into my expand- 
ing. rejoicing boſom, Tears of joy and ten- 
| D 2 « der 


— — 
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© der gratitude often flowed from my eyes, 
and Gop permitted not the enemy, in the 
* oreateſt violence of my diſorder, to ſuggeſt 
aa a fear, or doubt, with reſpect to my eter- 
© nal ſtate, O magnify the Lord with me, and 


© let us exalt his name together. 
Conſidered as a writer, the Doctor has 


| 

| 

| 

i 

1 

been for twenty years paſt in high eſteem 1 
with judicious and ſerious chriſtians of dif- n 
ferent Denominations. His Family Expoſi- { 
tor was the work he moſt valued, and had 9 
t 


| 
| 


bl greatly at heart. He lived to ſee, and hear 
4 the happy ſucceſs of the firſt three quarto b 
| fl volumes of that uſeful work, containing the P 
i four Goſpels, and the Acts of the Apoſtles. d 
j And before he ſet out for Liſbon, Gop was Ic 
| | pleaſed ſo far to favour his ſervant, that he ti 
1 put the laſt hand to the three remaining vo- ſe 
＋ lumes, propoſals for printing which are now la 
given out. And may they meet with all th 
the encouragement which fo laborious a fr 
work, from ſo maſterly a hand, and fo pious ne 
an heart well deſerve. Soon as the Doc- by 
tor heard the two firſt volumes were tranſ- th 
lating into foreign languages, he told me, it co 
would be an additional motive to him to de 


uſe the greateſt diligence, and accuracy in 
1 = OE drawing 
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drawing up the remainder, Beſides this la- 
borious performance, which alone, had he 
publiſhed nothing elſe, would have been ſuf- 
ficiznt to embalm his memory, and render 
it dear, not to the preſent only, but even to 
ſucceeding ages of Miniſters and people, who 
love our Lord Jeſus. I cannot but juſt 
mention his Practical Diſcourſes on Rege- 
neration, in ten ſermons, wherein he hath 
ſtated, illuſtrated, defended and applied that 
great truth, which lies at the root of chriſ- 
tianity, like a workman who needed not to 
be aſhamed. His ten ſermons alſo on the 
Power and Grace of Cbriſt, and the Evi- 
dences of his glorious Goſpel, which fo 
long ago as 1741, had paſſed a ſecond edi- 


tion, demand my remembrance. The firſt 


ſeven of which ſermons are practical, and the 


laſt three contain an admirable ſummary of 


the arguments which prove chriſtianity is 
from Gop, and were drawn up for the be- 
nefit of thoſe who have neither money to 


buy, nor time to read large volumes, for 


thoſe who might probably come into the 
company of infidels, and be defirous to ren- 
der a rational account of their faith. 


ix, The 
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3. The Riſe and Progreſs of Religion in 
the Soul, began and carried on at the requeſt 
of the juſtly celebrated Dr. Watts, And 
which, though printed but in 1745, has 
run through ſeveral editions, and is a book 
Gop has ſet his ſeal to, by bleſſing it abun- 
dantly for the conviction and converſion of 
many. 

And as Dr. Doddridge largely ſhared in the 
temper of that diſciple whom Teſus loved, 
ſo he always diſcovered an high regard for 
the lambs of the flock, and has publiſhed 


for their benefit, a ſmall poetical tract divi- 


ded into twenty-four leſſons, containing a 
regular ſyſtem of religion, as to things to 
be believed and practiſed, and formed with 
admirable judgment. The language intelligi- 
ble by achild of ten years old, who has had the 
happineſs of a religious education, and may 
be peruſed by a man, 'by a ſcholar at forty, 
without any diſparagement to his abilities. 
No wonder, that a gentleman, a ſcholar, 
a divine, a tutor, thus formed for extenſive 


uſefulneſs, had a large correſpondence, all' 


the wonder is, how he could poſſibly keep 
it up with ſuch a variety of neceſſary and 
important work upon his hands. And in- 

. | deed, 


ak — r n as. PY 
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deed, had he not valued time, precious time, 


31 


at the higheſt rate, he could never have gone 


through half the work he did. By what 1 
can learn, he was for many years, when in 
health, not more than five hours in bed, 
and when up; every hour was filled with 


uſeſulneſs. It may be juſtly ſaid of him, as 


Dr. Jennings doth in his abſtract of the life 


of Dr. Cotton Mather, (a book which I hear- 
tily wiſh every young Miniſter in the three 


kingdoms would ſeriouſly peruſe) ,* he had 


Page 5. 


no looſe and leiſure hours, in which ſuch a 


e vaſt portion of time is waſted by moſt peo- 


ple, but every moment, in a manner, was 
* watched and improved.” Were we thus 
careful to improve every little portion of 
time, and to let none run waſte, how much 
more might be done than moſt of us do? 

Beſides his diſſenting brethren, among 
whom I need not tell you Dr. Daddridges 
acquaintance was very. extenſive, many of 
the clergy maintained a correſpondence with 


bim, and among theſe the excellent Mr Her- 


vey, author. of the twa volumes of Medita- 
tions among the tombs, &c. enjoyed a large 
degree of intimacy, Several gentlemen of 


the Clergy, of diſtinguiſhed rank and cha- 
* racter 
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racter in life, were among the number of his 
friends. His acquaintance with theſe the 
pious Doctor cultivated with a view to do 
great ſervice to the intereſt of real chriſtianity, 
for in any other light the difference was low 
in his eſteem. | 
The following is the firſt account we re- 
ceived of his death in the. General Evening 
Poſt. *© On the 26th of Ocfeler O. S. died 
* the Reverend Dr. Doddr1age at Liſbon, of a 
* conſumption of the lungs, to which place 
< he lately reſorted, by the advice of his phy- 
* ſicians, for the recovery of his health. He 
* was a man of a fine genius, rich in the 
tc ſtoresof learning, and of unexampled activity 


s and diligence. His Piety was without diſ- 


“e guiſe, his Love without jealouſy, his Bene- 
t yolence without bounds. In the ſeveral ca- 
* pacities of a friend, a preacher, a writer, a 


e tutor, he had few ſuperiors, in all united he 


ie had no equals. His diſconſolate Widow 
© (whoſe chief dowry is, that ſhe inherits the 
e ſpirit of this excellent man) is returning to 
« England, to aſſuage the griefs, and form the 
© minds of her tender and amiable offspring, 
te and to forward thoſe writings for the proſe 


* which were deſigned for the publick view.“ 
And 
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And now may Gop heal the wide breach 
made by the fall of this tall and flouriſhing 
cedar in dur Lebanon | The chaſm made 
in the firmament of the Britiſb Church, 
by the removal of this bright and glorious 
ſtar! May God, who comforts the ſorrowful, 
be the ſupport of his ſervant, the dear relict 
of this excellent man. May each of the chil- 
dren riſe up and call him bleſſed. May they 
act worthy the name of a Dodgridge, and 
duly conſider, their father's merit ſets them 
up to view, and will render their faults or 


virtues conſpicuous. May they reflect what 
God will expect, and what both the world 


and the church will expect, from the offspring 
of one who was a man of prayer, and mighty 


in the ſcriptures. 


May his brethren in the miniſtry, who have 
| loſt by his removal a ſucceſsful wreſtler with 
God for us at the throne of grace, and have 


our hands conſiderably weakened by the blow, 
improve the mournfal providence. —May all 
of us who highly valued him, now we can 


_ converſe with him no more, take up the 


mantle he left behind him, I mean his ex- 
cellent writings (and 'tis with that view I 


ha ve glanced upon ſeveral of them in the 


E former 


” 


pious effuſions of thy grace from thy throne 
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former pages) and clothe ourſelves with that 


chriſtian and heavenly temper there deſcribed. 
Upon the whole, I bear him this teſtimo- 


ny, that I never remember to have ſpent an 
hour in his company, but it was my own 
fault, if I went not from him ſomething 
wiſer or better. Nor have I ever known a 


_ chriſtian, concerning whom I could more de- 


liberately ſay, may my ſoul have its eternal lot 
with that follower of Jeſus, more than of 


Dr. Doddriage. 


But now let us turn our eyes, and turn our 
thoughts from mortal man, to the bleſſed Je- 
ſus, the ever adorable, ever living, faithful, 


and compaſſionate Head and King of the 


Church. Say ye to Sion, thy God, thy King 
reigneth, with thee, bleſſed Redeemer, is the 


reſidue of the Spirit, O let the ſpirit of our 


departed Elijahs, a Warrs, and a Don- 
DRIDGE, reſt on our remaining Eliſhas. 
However richly qualified theſe eminent Mi- 
niſters, or any other of thy ſervants, in the 
preſent or paſt ages are, or were, thoſe ta- 
lents, gifts and graces, were all derived from 
thy fulneſs. Pour down, thou aſcended and 
reigning Saviour, pour down freſh and co- 


of 
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at of glory, on all thy faithful ambaſſadors, 


d. whom thou haſt commiſſioned to propagate 
o- thy kingdom among the tribes of Adam. And 
an graciouſly continue a ſucceſſion of upright | 
Vn Miniſters and faithful chriſtians in the world 
Ng in general, and in particular in theſe Britiſh 


A iſles, till the great archangel ſhall, at thy bid- 
e- ding, take the trump of Gop, and ſwear by 
ot him that liveth for ever and ever, that time 


of ſhall be no more. Amen. 
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